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Ame ndments to the Claims : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of generating at least eno - packag e , each package 
4ttekt ^g - nt Ijast ono itom offerinji items for sale, the method comprising: 

(1) defining an affinity space coordinate for each of a plurality of items available for 

sale; 

(2) creating a plurality o f at least one package templat e s - t emplate and storing the 
template$ in a database, eaeh -said p ackage template including at least one mandatory element 
schema having an associated affinity space description; and,thereaflcr 

(5) f OQoIving a r eq uest for a pae k ago from a conGumor; and 

(43) dynamically generatin g, with a comput e r, at l ea5^efie_a package from ut l e ast on e 

of the pluralit>^ of package tcmplatoG based upon tho conjumcr rcquQut> wherein dynamicall y 
igom^rating at laast one package - comprises: 

selecting a: least ono of the pluralitj^ of package temp iatest 

for sale by comparing , with a computer, the affinity space coordinate for each of 

the plurality of items with the affinity space description associated with the seleete^ 

package templates; and 

if the comparison step reveals a match, §&ft erQting presenting the dynamically 

generated package for sale. a rS_aid_package 4fhat4sbeing defined at least in part by the 

rospcGtive package template and includ e a - including at least one item with a matching 

affinity space coordinate. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising pr e s e nting - 
^ t ho gonerat e d - package, wherein the presenting step is perfonned by dynamically generathig 
an html page containing a description of the package, and transmitting the html page over a 
decentralized computer network to at least one consumer. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising whorcin the 
sek^ng stop comprises selecting a package temolatc from the at least one ef4*e-package 
templates based at least in part on tbe-a.consumer request. 
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4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 3 wherein the consumer request 
includes consumer mood. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 3 wherein the consumer request 
inchides number of persons traveling. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claun 3 wherein the consumer request 
includes a timing constraint. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 further comprising storing a , 
description of each of the plurality of items, including the associated affimty space coordinates, 
in a computer database, and wherein the comparing step includes searching the computer 
database for items having affmity coordinates matching the affinity space description associated 
with the ijuloctcd p ackage templates. 

8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising maintaining a 
hasli table of the items keyed by affinity space coordinate, and wherein the comparing step 
includes performing a hash table lookup for each required affmity space description. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 further comprising permitting the 
consumer to purchase the generated package. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 9 further comprising confiucming the 
consumer's purchase of the package. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A computer system for gonorating at loaat one package, 
pn^kngn inrhiHirr nT loant qiiq it e m offcring items for sale, the computer system comprising; 
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a database that stores at least a description of each of a plurality of items available 
for Side, the description including an affinity space coordinate, the database also storing a 
pkirrility o fg t ; least one package templates, ^aeh -sald p ackage template including at least one 
mandatory element schema having an associated affmity space description? 
a fi-ont end tliat recoiv es a r eq uosx for a package Jrom r ^Hgonsumcr ; and 

a back end coupled to the front end and th e database, the back end adapted to 
dynamically generate EVt least on ea package for sale bv from ai - l o aQt one of the plurgliiy of 
paek agc tcmplatOG based upon th e consaaacr roquept, wh e r e in tho back end is adapt e d to 
dynmiiiOi> ^ y generate at loastono package by ss e l eet ing at least ono of th e plural -it- y - of package 
temt>tete5rcomparing the affinity space coordinate for each of the plurality of items with the 
affinity space description associated with e ach of -the selected p ackage templates, and if the 
comparison reveals a match, gonorating p resenting the dynamically generated package for sale, 
saidt i package thatis being defined at least in part by the respective package template and 
inchdes at least one item with a matching affinity space coordinate. 

12. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 1 wh e r e in th e flmher comprising a 
from en d includes , said front end including a page generator that dynamically generates an html 
page containing a description of the generated package, 

13. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 1 wherein the back end is adapted to 
select a package template from the at least one of th e pluralriy - of the p ackage templates based at 
least in part on the consumer request. 

14. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 13 wherein the cqnsmner request 
includes consumer mood. 

1 5 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 3 wherein the consumer request 
includes number of persons traveling. 
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16. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 13 wherein the consumer request 
includes a timing constraint. 

17. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 1 wherein the back end is further 
adapted to search the database for items having afSnity coordinates matching the affinity space 
description associated with the s oksctod p ackage templates. 

18. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 1 further including a hash table of 
the plurality of items keyed by affinity space coordinate, wherein the back end is adapted to 
perform a hash table lookup for each required affinity space descriptiorL 

19. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 1 1 further including a purchase 
transactor that permits a consumer to purchase the generated package, 

20. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 19 further including a confirmation 
section that confirms the consumer's purchase of the generated package. 

21 . (Currently Amended) A method of offering at least one package over a 
decentralized computer network to a consumer using a web browsing appliance, wherein each 
package includes at least one travel component, and wherein the method comprises; 

(a) storing descriptions of available travel components in a database; 

(b) storing a plurality o f at least one travel package templates in a database; and 
fe) — receiving a roqucst for a package from a consumer; - thereafter 

(dc) dynamically generating at l e ast on ea travel package for sale b ased on the 
con.aimor request, at laaut ono of t he plvurulity of t ravel package templates; and the,at least one 
available travel component description; and 

(«d) offering the at least one g enerated Uravel package to the consumer by transmitting 
a description of the generated travel package over the decentralized computer network to the 
consuxner's web browsing appliance. 
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22. (Currently Amended) The mediod of claim 21 further comprising perfomiing a 
purchasing transaction to purchase at Icasi one of t he generated travel packages. 

23* (Previously Presented) The method of claim 21 fiirther including using a screen- 
sciainng technique to obtain the available travel component descriptions, 

24. (Original) The method of claim 21 wherein the travel component description 
inchides an affinity space coordinate. 

25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 21 wherein eaeh- said travel package 
template includes at least one mandatory element schema having an associated affinity space 
description. 

26. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 21 wherein the generating step 
includes comparing, with a computer, an afSnity space coordinate for each of the travel 
components with a affinity space description associated with the select e d p ackage templates, 

27. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 21 wherein the available travel 
components each expire within a given time period. 

28. (Currently Amended) A computer system for offering at least one package over a 
decentralized computer network to a consumer using a web browsing appliance, wherein each 
package includes at least one travel component, and wherein the computer system comprises: 

a database that stores descriptions of available travel components and a plurality of at 
leas I one travel package templates^: 

a front end that reoeivoG a request for a paok a go from a consimi e r ; and 

a back end that thereafter dynamically generates at l e ast -^ a ea travel package J br sale 
based on oonsumGr rGciuoat, - ot loogt on e of t he plurality of t ravel package templates! and the 
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at lenst one available travel component description, and offers the generated travel package to the 
consumer by transmitting a description of the generated travel package over the decentralized 
computer network to the consumer's web browsing appHance. 

29. (Currently Amended) A method of dynamically creating a packati e s r packaae, the 
metl i od comprising: 

( a) rooeiving a r e quest for a pacl:agc from a congumor; thoroaftor 

fb) dynamically generating at least on ea package for sale b ased on t ho - consumer 



description of the generated package over a decentralized computer network* 

30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 29 wherein the component 
comprises a last-minute travel component. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 29 wherein the dynamically 
generating step is performed via a web site. 

32. (Currently Amended) A method for building packages of components and 
offering said packages for sale over a data communications network, the method comprising: 

storing descriptions of available components within a database; 

providing a pluraliV/ o fa t least one package templates stored in a database; 
rec e iving^i requ e st for a-i JQclcQgc Item a consum<3r, and thereafter 

dynamically generating at leant on e a jackage for sale b ased at least in part on the 
con i imior roqucot l^^Qt one of the plumlity of p ackage templates; and at least one available 
component description; and 

offering the at loagt on e generated package for sale to a consumer over the data 
communicatians network. 




-a plumlit^r of p ackage templates stored in a database, and at least one 




;enerated package to the consumer by transmitting a 
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33. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 wherein eaeh- said p ackage 
template describes a respective travel package, and the components comprise travel components. 

34- (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 wherein the components describe 
at least one of attributes and qualities. 

35. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 wherein the components describe 
an alBnity space coordinate. 

36. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 wherein eaeh^aidpackage 
tem]^Iate includes at least one mandatory component schema and at least one optional 
component schema, 

37. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 wherein eaefe-saidjackage 
template further includes an affinity space subset description, 

38. (Cancelled) 

39. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further comprising requiring a 
human to approve the generated package before offering the generated package for sale. 

40. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 further including confirming 
availability of the generated package at a time of a^consumer selection thereof before 
completing a sales transaction. 

41 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 v^iierein the offering step 
comprises offering the at- knst one generated package for sale via a web-based interface. 
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42. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 wherein the providing step 
comprises the step of a human creating the plurality o f at least one package template^r, i^aeb 
said package template describing a respective package of components. 

43. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 42 wherein eaefe- ^aid p ackage 
temj^late includes a mandatory airline ticket and hotel and at least one optional element. 

44. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further comprising receiving a 
consumer request through consumer navigating screens of a web site. 

45. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 further comprising selecting a 
sublet of the ft turality o fa t least one package templates meeting tbe^consumer request, 
wherein the dynamically generating step comprises dynamically generating at loaat one a 
package based at least in part on the consumer request, the selected subset of package templates, 
and at least one available component description. 

46. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 wherein eaefe-saidjjackage 
template comprises a package description including at least one of text, images and 
aniiiiations. 

47. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 wherein eaeh-saidLpackage 
template includes at least one component schemata. 

48. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 wherein eaefe-gaidj>ackage 
template includes at least one field stating whether a component is mandatory or optional. 

49. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further including automatically 
returning possible combinations of components stored in the database for himian selection. 

9 of 21 



PAGE 11/23 ^ RCVD AT 1(1I4/20M 6:14:49 PM [Eastern D^^^^^ 



Oct-04-04 06:Z0pin ' Frora-ALSTON & BIRD LLP 



704 444 nil 



T-605 P. 01 2/023 F- 



Appl-No,: 09/516,252 

Amdt, dated 10/01/2004 

Reply to Official Action of June 1 8, 2004 

50. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 32 further comprising adding 
incentive characteristics to ot l e ast - on e t he generated package. 

5 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 50 wherein the adding step 
includes adding at least one of a default margin, a coupon and a rebate. 

52. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further comprising obtaining at 
least one available component by using a screen scraping process. 

53. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further comprising obtaining at 
least one available component by accessing a computer reservation service. 

54. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further comprising obtaining at 
leasi one available component by accessing a supplier database. 

55. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further comprising obtaining at 
least one available component by accessing an EDI interface. 

56. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further comprising obtaining at 
least one available component via an email interface, 

57. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 32 further comprising obtaining at 
least one available component via an HTML supplier interface. 

58. (Currently Amended) A method of using a computer to develop and offer 
packages for sale comprising: 

describing attributes and/or qualities of a plm^ity of items; 
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< creating a- pluralitv o f ai least one package schema and storing the package schema in 
a database, eaefe -said p ackage schema including mandatory element schema and optional 
element schemaT 

r e c e iving - Q requ e st for a-packag e ftorn a eeftsttfaef ; ther e aft e r 

oclQuTing Qt least ona of the pluralit}^ of paokago schcmci ; and for each mandatory 

element schema in a selected package schema, 

determining which item(s) fit to develop a^t - least one a candidate package; 
presenting for salej he at l e arnt on ^candidate package; and 

if ©ne-ef-the at least one candidate package is selected, confirming availability of 
items within the selected candidate package before completing a sales transaction for the 
selected candidate package. 

59. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 58 wherein eaeh-saidjjackage 
schema comprises at least one affinity coordinate. 

60. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 wherein at least one of the , 
plurality of items comprise a travel item. 

61. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 wherein at least one of the 
plurality of items comprise an airline reservation, 

62* (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 wherein at least one of the 
plurality of items comprise a hotel reservation. 

63* (Currently Amended) The method of claim 58 wherein the presenting step 
comprises presenting the a44eas<-efte-candidate package for sale over the Internet using a 
web-based interface and a browser. 
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64. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 wherein at least one of the 
plurality of items comprise a consumer electronics item. 

65, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 wherein at least one of the 
plurality of items comprise a gift. 

66. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 wherein at least one of the 
plxiTiility of items comprise a product and at least one of the plurality of items comprise a 
service, 

67, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 wherein at least one of the 
plurality of items comprise a legal service. 

68 » (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 wherein at least one of the 
plurality of items comprise a real estate brokerage service. 

69. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 wherein at least one of the 
plurality of items comprise a mortgage brokerage service. 

70. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 wherein at least one of the 
pim ality of items comprise an appliance. 

71 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 58 wherein at least one of the 
plurality of items comprise a home renovation service, 

72. (Currently Amended) A computer proaram product for offerinsi items for sale. 
the computer orotiram product comprisiniL: 
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a computer-readable sioraae medium liaving computer-readable program code portions 
store . i therein, the computer-readabJe program code portions including a p ackage schema data 
structure comprising: 

at least one field stating whether an element is mandatory or optional; 

a list of required attributes; and 

at least one coordinate defining matching criteria, 
wherein the computer-readable storage medium also stores computer-readable 
prog ram code portions for dynamically developing, in response to a consumer request for a 
pack a&c. at least one_ package of a plurality of elements to be oiTercd for sale over the 
Tnter ncT via a web interface, the package beint; developed based noon the package schema 
data iitructure^ he-pael < - fl ° c schema data s tructure is used along wit - h - Q plurality of o t^ 
gar age CichomQ to d>nrianH 6 ally d e v e lop, in rosponoo to a consumer r e q ; Hcst for a package, at 
4ea^ oni> paclcage of a plurality' uf olcmontg to bo offered for salo over the Intomot yia a web 

ni w I I. u>u \j k 

73. (Currently Amended) A dynamic package sales system comprising: 

a back end interface that gathers package components from a plurality of suppliers 

and stores the components within a computer database; 

an operator interface that allows operators to develop a plurality o f at least one 

package models and store the package models in a database, eaefe-saidj)ackage model 

defining mandatory and optional package componentsv 

ar front e nd interfac e that r & c^ving a r o qu o o t for a package from o conr*um e r ; aftd- 

a computer arrangement that selects at lo as t one of tho plurality of package modcb, 
^ flvo i ' caft e r m atches components within the database with the s elected at l e as^ - oi^ package 
motlel to develop at least on ea complete package, 

wher e in th e front end interface is-atee-adapted to offer the at least one complete 
package for sale over the Internet and allow ?fee-a_consumer to select and purchase at least 
one ef-the offered packages, afi4 
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wherein the computer arrangement is also adapted to confirm availability of package 
components within database before completing a purchasing transaction for a t - l - cost one of 
the offered packages. 

74. (Currently Amended) A dynamic package sales method comprising: 
gathering descriptions of package components from a plurality of suppliers; 
storing the component descriptions within a computer database; 

developing fl - piuralitv o fa t least one package models and storing the package modeb 
in a database, e€fceh -said_p ackage model including mandatory components and optional 
componentsf 

rccoiving a request for a packagQ from a QonGumor ; thereafter 

wlcoting at loaut one of th e pkir at i^ of package models; 

matching components within the database with the selected at - lcast one p ackage 

model to develop at l e ast oi tea complete package; and 

offering the at loast one complete package for sale over the Internet, and allowing the 
a_coi'i$umer to select and purchase at l o a o t one of t he offered package&, 

wherein the ofifering step includes confirming availability of package components within 
the database before completing a purchasing transaction for at l e ast on e-ol-the offered packagefr. 

75. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the dynamically 
generating step occurs without consumer interne tion. 

76. (Currently Amended) The computer system of claim 1 1 wherein the back end is 
adapted to dynamically generate at46asf'eeethe package without consumer interaction. 

77. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 21 wherein the dynamically 
generating step occurs without consiamer interaction. 
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78, (Curreiitly Amended) The computer system of claim 28 wherein the back end is 
adapted to dynamically generate at l o ao t onet he travel package witliout consumer interaction. 

79, (Previously Presented) The method of claim 29 wherein the dynamically 
generating step occurs without consumer interaction. 

80, (Previously Presented) The method of claims 32 wherein the dynamically 
generating step occurs without consumer interaction. 

8L (Currently Amended) The method of claim 58 wherein the sel e cting and 
determining steps occurs without consumer interaction. 

82, (Currently Amended) The computer prosram product p aokaa e sehoma data 
smK4«fe-of claim 72, wherein the package achoma data struoture is us e d to - dynamioally is 
developed at l o ast one package further without consumer interaction, 

83, (Currently Amended) The dynamic package sales system of claim 73 wherein 
the computer arrangement is adapted to develop at least on ethe complete package 
independent of consumer interaction* 

84. (Currently Amended) The dynamic package sales method of claim 74 wherein 
the liolecting-aed-matching step^ occurs without consumer interaction. 

85. (Currently Amended) A method of g oaorating at l e ast - ^ )fl eoflFerinii items for sale 
in a package , each pnokago includ » ftg at least one item for sal e, the method comprising: 

(1) defining an affinity space coordinate for each of a plurality of items available for 
sale, wherein at least one of the plurality of items comprises an airline ticket; 

(2) creating a plunili-P i ' o fa t least one package templates and storing the package 
templates in a database, eaeh-saidjjackage template including at least one mandatory element 
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schema having an associated afifinity space descriptioa, at least one of the mandatory element 
schema comprising an airline ticket; thereafter 

(3) receiving a -F oquost for a package ■ from a consumor; and 

^) dynamically generating, with a computer, at - 4ca5t on ga package for sale by fr em: 

at least one of tlic plurality of pnolcage tompla i oQ based upon the conoumcr request, wh e r e in 
dyaa mioally gen e iatiag - ot leaf 7 t on e paofeago compris e s: 

gclocting at Icoat on e of the plurality of pa e k - agc templat e s; 

comparing the affinity space coordinate for each of the airline tickets of the 

plurality of items with the affinity space description of the airline ticket associated with 

the ^eketed-package templates; and 

if the comparison step reveals a match, presenting the dynamically generated 

package for sale, the tx e neratijifl a p ackage ^at4 »being defined at least in part by the 

fe tip octive p ackage template and kftcludcs includin^ t he airline ticket with a matching 

affinity space coordinate. 

86. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 85 furtlicr comprising w hegeta-fhe 
sele^- ttng step comprioos selecting a package template from the a t least one ef4he-package 
templates based at least in pan on A©-a.consumer request 

87. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 85 further comprising permitting the 
consumer to purchase the generated package. 

88. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 87 further comprising confirming 
the consumer's purchase of the package, 

89. (Currently Amended) A computer system for g e n e ratrng at Icost on eoffgring 
items for sale in a package , each paokago including at Icoot on e item-fe p^ale, the computer 
system comprising: 
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a database that stores at least a description of each of a plurality of items available 
for si)le, the description including an affinity space coordinate, wherein at least one of the 
plurality of items comprises an airline ticket, wherein the database also stores ^- pku-Qlity of at 
least one p ackage templates, eaeh-^aidpackage template including at least one mandatory 
elemiint schema having an associated affinity space description, at least one of the mandatory 
element schema comprising an airline tickets 

— a front end that roc eivcs a r e qitest for a packago from a consum e r ; and 

a back end oouplod to the from en4and tlie databaoG, the back e nd adapted to 
dynamically generate at least on ea package from at least on e of t he plui'ality of p ackage 
templatefi based upon th e coasumor r e qu e st, wher e in tli o bac k end adapted to dynamically 
gefteFftte ^t least on e- package b y a eteoting at loaat one of the plurality of paclcago lomplatcs, 
comparing the affinity space coordinate for each of the airline tickets of the plurality of items 
with the affinity space description of the aurline ticket associated with e ach of t he sel e ct e d 
package templates, and if the comparison reveals a match, presenting t he dynamically generated 
pack age for sale, the ^ ene^fffetftg-ar-package ihat4$beins defined at least in part by the respective 
package template and tftehides- includine t he airline ticket with a matching affinity space 
coordinate, 

90. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 89 wherein the back end is furtlier 
adaj^ited to select a package template from the a t least one of the? pluralitj^ of the p ackage 
templates based at least in part on tfee-a_consumer request. 

91 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 89 further including a purchase 
transactor that permits a consumer to purchase the generated package. 

92. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 91 fiirtlier including a confirmation 
section that confirms the consumer'' s purchase of the generated package. 
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